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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 22, 2011

For Most Kuumba Students, The Gap Is Just Another Store at The Mall

Description: The math and reading programs at Kuumba Academy have helped students score well above the DCAS state averages in reading and math and eliminate achievement gaps in reading in grades 3 – 5 and in math in grades 4 and 5. The Singapore Math program adopted as a pilot run by Delaware Foundation for Science and Mathematics Education, and the Reading Street curriculum series have given teachers and students a competitive edge.

In DCAS scores announced yesterday by the Delaware Department of Education, students at Kuumba Academy out-achieved students statewide in the percent proficient in reading in grades 3 though 5 and in math in grades 4 and 5. Scale scores show a dramatic narrowing or elimination of the achievement gap between African American and White students statewide. Kuumba students also exceeded the state mean score at all 3 grades in both math and reading. Kuumba Academy, an inner city charter school, is 98% African American and 76% low income.

Head of School Mrs. Sally Maldonado attributes this success to her teachers’ dedication and commitment to the students. She says, “They embrace the school motto, ‘No exceptions, no excuses; all students can achieve at high levels.’” Many teachers have given up their after school hours and Saturdays to tutor and run academies outside of regular school hours. Maldonado commented, “our adoption of Singapore Math was also the first time we saw professional development done the right way.” The leadership offered by Delaware Foundation for Science and Mathematics Education (DFSME) and its supporters provided 40 hours of initial professional development plus on-going training and coaching. “They created a network of support for us,” states Maldonado. “When we adopted our reading focus, we followed the same model established by DFSME.”

Other elements have added to the school’s effectiveness, beginning with the students. “What makes Kuumba students special is their investment in doing their best,” says Maldonado. She also mentioned extended class periods for math, the involvement of parents, and the application of the Rodel Foundation of Delaware’s Vision Network principles as contributing factors. 

DFSME, a 501 (c) (3) charitable foundation, is a business-education-community-government partnership. For more information, go to www.dfsme.org.
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